
U.S. vegetable industry:  Area, production, value, unit value, trade, and per capita use 

      Item       Unit            2002           2003           2004           2005          2006          2007        2008 1/
Area harvested 1,000 ac. 6,874 6,538 6,547 7,127 7,264 7,020 6,780
 Vegetables
   Fresh-market 1,000 ac. 1,931 1,929 1,917 1,916 1,944 1,943 1,945
   Processing 1,000 ac. 1,340 1,337 1,287 1,270 1,257 1,251 1,248
 Potatoes 1,000 ac. 1,266 1,249 1,167 1,087 1,122 1,129 1,090
 Dry beans 1,000 ac. 1,739 1,347 1,219 1,534 1,538 1,479 1,333
 Dry peas (incl Austrian) 1,000 ac. 299 344 532 790 907 822 793
 Lentils 1,000 ac. 215 237 329 439 407 295 268
 Sweet potatoes 1,000 ac. 82 93 93 88 87 98 100
 Mushrooms, agaricus 2/ Mil sq. ft 141 142 147 143 143 143 143
Production Mil. cwt 1,321 1,283 1,347 1,281 1,308 1,370 1,315
 Vegetables
   Fresh-market Mil. cwt 463 458 480 472 483 494 473
   Processing 3/ Mil. cwt 341 312 353 314 318 355 348
 Potatoes Mil. cwt 458 458 456 424 441 449 428
 Dry beans Mil. cwt 30 22 18 27 24 25 22
 Dry peas (incl Austrian) Mil. cwt 5 5 12 14 13 16 14
 Lentils Mil. cwt 3 2 4 5 3 3 3
 Sweet potatoes Mil. cwt 13 16 16 16 16 18 19
 Mushrooms, all Mil. lbs 845 848 855 853 847 827 835
Crop value $ mil. 15,514 15,270 14,903 15,906 17,162 17,962 18,585
 Vegetables
   Fresh-market $ mil. 9,416 9,593 9,152 9,829 10,726 10,910 11,200
   Processing 3/ $ mil. 1,335 1,289 1,393 1,255 1,341 1,605 1,750
 Potatoes $ mil. 3,045 2,686 2,575 2,991 3,226 3,198 3,350
 Dry beans $ mil. 519 423 453 516 556 677 720
 Dry peas (incl Austrian) $ mil. 39 41 69 68 88 168 150
 Lentils $ mil. 37 41 61 54 40 74 60
 Sweet potatoes $ mil. 215 305 282 284 295 374 385
 Mushrooms, all $ mil. 908 890 919 909 889 956 970
Unit value 4/   $/cwt 11.75 11.90 11.06 12.42 13.12 13.11 14.13
 Vegetables
   Fresh-market $/cwt 20.34 20.93 19.09 20.82 22.23 22.10 23.70
   Processing $/cwt 3.92 4.13 3.94 3.99 4.22 4.52 5.03
 Potatoes $/cwt 6.67 5.89 5.66 7.06 7.33 7.12 7.83
 Dry beans $/cwt 17.10 18.40 25.70 18.50 22.10 26.40 32.29
 Dry peas (incl Austrian) $/cwt 7.89 7.66 5.91 4.78 6.56 10.50 10.40
 Lentils $/cwt 14.30 17.20 14.40 11.00 12.40 21.70 20.38
 Sweet potatoes $/cwt 16.80 19.20 17.50 18.10 18.20 20.30 20.47
 Mushrooms, all $/lb 1.07 1.05 1.08 1.07 1.05 1.16 1.16
Trade (Jan-Dec)
 Imports $ mil. 4,816 5,435 6,184 6,603 7,277 7,880 8,395
  Vegetables
    Fresh & melons $ mil. 2,628 3,028 3,458 3,668 4,091 4,431 4,700
    Canned, frozen $ mil. 953 1,041 1,188 1,296 1,402 1,529 1,600
    Dehydrated $ mil. 236 235 261 291 344 392 400
  Potatoes, seed & products $ mil. 575 682 764 787 856 908 950
  Dry beans 5/ $ mil. 67 49 65 82 84 107 130
  Other 7/  $ mil. 200 231 245 247 265 271 370
  Planting seed 6/ $ mil. 156 169 204 232 235 242 245
 Exports $ mil. 3,268 3,313 3,479 3,898 4,235 4,556 4,820
  Vegetables
    Fresh & melons $ mil. 1,204 1,302 1,364 1,515 1,625 1,737 1,825
    Canned, frozen $ mil. 672 675 676 699 731 805 855
    Dehydrated $ mil. 126 124 117 128 129 139 145
  Potatoes, seed & products $ mil. 723 646 745 841 950 1,045 1,110
  Dry beans $ mil. 174 157 145 160 211 203 195
  Other 7/ $ mil. 93 121 142 225 240 267 310
  Planting seed 6/ $ mil. 276 289 290 330 348 360 380
Per capita use Pounds 440 448 447 441 434 444 443
 Vegetables
    Fresh & melons Pounds 172 172 173 174 179 183 182
    Processing Pounds 120 121 123 126 116 118 120
 Potatoes Pounds 132 138 135 126 123 126 125
 Dry beans Pounds 7 7 6 6 6 7 7
 Other  7/  Pounds 9 9 9 9 10 10 10

 1/ ERS forecasts as of 05/2008.  2/ Total fillings for Agaricus mushrooms.  3/ Dual use crops broccoli, cauliflower, and asparagus are 
 excluded here but included with fresh market crop totals.  4/ Largely reflects ratio of total value to total production.  5/ Excludes guar seed. 
 6/ Excludes potato seed.   7/ Other includes sweet potatoes, dry peas, lentils, and mushrooms.  

 Sources: Compiled & computed by USDA, ERS from data of USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service and USDC, U.S. Census Bureau. 

Vegetables and Melons Briefing Room
Economic Research Service/USDA


