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UC State Governmental Relations ( August 24, 2005

UC Contracts with Online Entertainment Providers

to Offer Music Services to University Students

The University of California is pleased to announce that it has recently entered into contracts with four providers of online entertainment services to offer low-cost subscriptions for music, movies, and other digital entertainment to members of the University’s campus communities. 

The University will bear no financial cost in offering these services, as subscribers will pay a low contract-negotiated price for the entertainment services they select. 

The contracts represent the latest in a series of University initiatives to encourage the use of legitimate sources for online entertainment, to uphold intellectual property law, and to promote respect for copyright among its students, faculty, and staff.  

The contracts are the result of a formal proposal and review process conducted in collaboration with the California State University system, and establish subscription offerings and prices for campus-affiliated subscribers.  

Each UC campus is currently reviewing the details of the vendors’ offerings and determining whether the services are appropriate for their local campus communities. A number of UC campuses are expected to make one or more vendors' services available during the coming academic year.

The selected vendors include Cdigix, Mindawn, Napster, and Sony Connect. Their collective offerings provide campuses a broad spectrum from which to choose the options that best serve their campus communities:

· Cdigix has a large collection of music and some video, and is focused on the higher education market. 

· Mindawn hosts an extensive collection of work by independent artists. It also provides an attractive business model for individual musicians to sell their own recordings. 

· Napster has the broadest music collection among the four vendors. 

· Sony Connect offers perhaps the broadest vision of music, video, games, and portable multimedia devices. 

UC pursues various strategies to instill respect for copyright among its students and discourage illegal file sharing of copyrighted materials. These strategies include extensive educational campaigns on campus and swift response to claims of copyright infringement. 

Facilitating access to online entertainment services on campus is a natural extension of UC’s copyright education effort. As students and other consumers increasingly rely on online sources for music, movies, and other digital entertainment, the University recognizes the importance of encouraging use of legitimate online entertainment venues.  The University believes the varied, low-cost services being offered will be attractive to students and will encourage them to purchase rather than illegally download copyrighted material.

UC has a strong interest in partnering with a broad range of digital content providers to develop creative and viable approaches to delivering digital information to members of the UC community.  

Contracting with the four online entertainment vendors is an important step in testing and tracking the evolution of the digital content marketplace.  The University looks forward to playing a continuing role in shaping new business models that value the creative process, honor the rights of copyright holders, and meet the demands of the digital-age consumer.

More information about University of California initiatives to protect copyrights of digital works is available at http://www.ucop.edu/irc/policy/copyright.html.  

For further information about UC’s online entertainment services initiative, please contact Associate Vice President Kristine Hafner at (510) 987-0405 or Kristine.Hafner@ucop.edu. 
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