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Subject of Review: Most countries provide some level of support to their agricultural sectors. 
Because different types of support can impact producers and consumers in other 
countries, a number of systems have been developed to measure agricultural support 
levels and classify types of support in ways that facilitate comparing them across 
countries. Both the WTO and OECD employ such classification systems. Similarities 
between the two systems suggest easy “mapping” from one system to the other. 
However, although the two systems address essentially the same question and 
measure essentially the same programs, the results can be surprisingly different. This 
report examines the differences between the two classifications and how to prevent 
their potential miss-application. 
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