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Subject of Review: Local food products are increasingly available to consumers through many outlets. 
Whether local food systems can satisfy consumer, policy, and programmatic 
demands depends on how food supply chains move products from farms to 
consumers. In addition to having preferences about the characteristics of food 
products, consumers and the public may care about how, where, and by whom those 
products were produced.  This report includes a series of coordinated case studies 
examining the structure and size of local food supply chains compared to mainstream 
supply chains, and measuring supply chain performance along several economic, 
environmental, and social dimensions. Local food supply chains exhibit great variety 
in how they move products from farms to consumers. In most instances, local supply 
chains face challenges to reduce handling, processing and transportation costs while 
expanding the availability of high quality products. Successful local food supply 
chains rely on a combination of business diversification and differentiation of 
products and services. 
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