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Subject of Review: Over 30 million lunches and 9.8 million breakfasts are served every day to children 
in participating American schools through the USDA National School Lunch and 
School Breakfast Programs.  It is challenging for participating local school food 
authorities (SFAs) to serve appealing, healthful meals while covering food, labor, 
and other operating costs with USDA reimbursements.  But it may be more difficult 
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the School Food Authority Characteristics survey conducted in 2003-2004, the study 
employs an econometric approach to measure the effects of location on total school 
food service costs, while controlling for other SFA characteristics.   
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