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Subject of Review: Federal targets for biofuel production will expand demand for agricultural 
feedstocks, with resulting price effects across crop and livestock commodities.  
Agricultural producers will adapt to shifting market signals in various ways, 
including changes in cropland use, cropping mix, production systems, and input use.  
This report assesses the changes in crop and livestock production that might be 
motivated by expanded biofuel demand. A regional agricultural sector model 
estimates production changes for a wide variety of crops and animal products, as 
well as potential environmental outcomes. Environmental indicators examined 
include soil erosion, nutrient loss and greenhouse gas emissions. The report also 
analyzes the development of ethanol from cellulosic feedstocks by considering the 
implications of new markets for crop residues as a complement to and potential 
substitute for corn ethanol. 
 

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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