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Agency Contact: Elise Golan, egolan@ers.usda.gov

Subject of Review:  Some Federal conservation programs contain provisions aimed at encouraging
participation of farmers traditionally underserved by Government agricultural
programs. Beginning, limited resource, and socially disadvantaged farmers — three
groups that are included in most definitions of traditionally underserved — operate
about 40% of U.S. farms, but the manner in which they participate in conservation
programs and the implications of that participation on program performance are
unclear. This report examines the landscape characteristics, the resource issues
addressed and conservation treatment costs of participants in the largest U.S.
working lands and land retirement conservation programs.

Purpose of Review:  The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis,
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective
communication to the intended audience.
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Number of Reviewers: [ 1 3or [X] 4to10 [ 1] Morethan 10
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