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This report presents comprehensive background information on the NSLP – how it 
works, its history and recent changes, program trends, participant characteristics, and 
current issues. In 2006, the National School Lunch Program provided $10 billion in 
cash reimbursements and donated commodities to school food authorities who 
provide free, reduced-price, and full-price lunches that met specific nutrient targets 
to 30 million students.  Issues related to the program’s outcome include its impacts 
on nutrition and obesity, the difficulty of serving healthy meals on a limited budget, 
efforts to increase participation and reduce plate waste, and the tradeoffs of 
“competitive foods”.  Administrative issues include the magnitude and sources of 
certification errors. 
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