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In this report, the researchers empirically examine the relative contributions that 
process regulation and industry private actions make to plant-level food safety 
performance, as measured by Salmonella tests conducted by the Food Safety 
Inspection Service (FSIS).  They use a Tobit regression to evaluate the impact of 
regulatory and plant actions on the share of samples testing positive for Salmonella.  
The authors use the marginal effects parameters to estimate the percent changes in 
Salmonella levels due to 20 percent changes in the independent variables.  Then, 
they compute the relative contributions of process regulations and private actions to 
overall reduction in Salmonella levels. 
 

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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