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EU agricultural policy changes that shift support from commodity-based programs 
toward rural development programs raise the question how agricultural policy 
promotes rural development in both the EU and the United States.  The study 
examines each region’s policy objectives in the area of rural development and how 
they use a different policy mix to achieve these objectives. Differences in approach 
and parallels in motivation are highlighted. Differences in farm distribution, 
population density, and historical settlement patterns are explored as a possible 
explanation for the differences in approaches to rural policy. Each country’s 
programs are evaluated in terms of their ability to promote rural development 
objectives. A series of research questions is identified to aid in determining whether 
the EU’s experience in emphasizing its Pillar II programs can inform the U.S. 
agricultural policy debate. 
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