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Subject of Review: By 2050, global agricultural demand is projected to grow by 70-100 percent due to 
population growth, energy demands, and higher incomes in developing countries.  
Meeting this demand from existing agricultural resources will require raising global 
agricultural total factor productivity (TFP) by a similar level.  TFP growth is 
predicated on long-term investments in public agricultural research and 
development, supplemented by agricultural extension, education, infrastructure, and 
private R&D.  This bulletin explores the relationship between TFP growth and 
spending on public agricultural research in the U.S. and projects TFP growth for the 
2010-2050 period based on several public spending scenarios. 
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