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   [X] Influential Scientific Information 
Agency: Economic Research Service 
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[   ] Highly Influential Scientific Assessment 
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Subject of Review: Future growth in the productivity of the global food and agricultural system will 
largely be determined by today’s investments in research and development (R&D). 
In the past several decades the private sector has become a major player in 
developing innovations for food and agriculture. The emergence of biotechnology 
and other new scientific developments, the strengthening of intellectual property 
rights (IPR) over agricultural innovations, the expansion of markets for improved 
agricultural inputs and food  products, and consumer demands for more diverse 
kinds of food products, are some of the key factors that have driven private 
companies to invest in food and agricultural research. More recently, the rapid 
growth in the market for biofuel has caused a diverse set of companies to expand 
their R&D investments in this area as well. This report seeks to quantify investment 
trends by for-profit companies in agricultural, food and biofuel R&D and explore 
how changing market demand and industrial structure may be affecting these trends. 
 

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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