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Subject of Review: Agriculture accounts for 80-90 percent of the consumptive water use in the U.S. 
Irrigated agriculture makes a significant contribution to the value of U.S. agricultural 
production, accounting for 55 percent of the market value of all agricultural crops 
produced in 2007. Nearly three-quarters of U.S. irrigated agriculture occurs in the 17 
western States. However, growing competing water demands for population and 
economic growth, Native American water-right claims, environmental flows, and 
energy sector growth, present a set of challenges for agricultural water conservation. 
This report examines the challenge for agricultural water conservation in terms of the 
“state-of-affairs” in the demand for water resources in the U.S., how conserving 
(efficient) irrigated agriculture is as of 2008, and the status of private and public 
investments in irrigated agriculture. 
 

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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