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Subject of Review: The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) increased benefit 
levels in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly known as 
the Food Stamp Program) and expanded SNAP eligibility for jobless adults without 
children. The changes were intended to improve the food security of low-income 
households during a period of unusually challenging economic conditions, to create 
and save jobs, and to stimulate the economy. This study uses data on SNAP 
participation, food security, food spending, and other household characteristics from 
the annual Current Population Survey Food Security Supplement to examine the 
extent to which the additional SNAP resources provided by ARRA may have 
improved the food security of low-income households (that is, the extent to which 
they were consistently able to obtain adequate food). 

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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