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Subject of Review: Beef cow-calf farms present a unique set of challenges to agricultural policy makers 

as the result of an industry structure characterized by a large number of small farms. 
Several of these small farms specialize in beef cattle production, but most of these 
farm households generate much more income from off-farm sources than from the 
farm operation. Most beef cow-calf production occurs on large farms, but cow-calf 
production is often a secondary enterprise on these farms and relatively few 
specialize in cattle production. This means that operators of beef cow-calf farms 
have a diverse set of goals for the cattle enterprise, of which farming as a lifestyle 
choice is often more important than a profit objective. By providing information 
about the structural and economic relationships of this unique agricultural sector, this 
report provides a context for understanding the response of beef cow-calf producers 
to agricultural policies affecting the industry, such as animal identification programs 
designed to enhance animal traceability. 
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