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More than 200 million birds worldwide have died or been culled because of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza (H5N1) since 2003, which has resulted in severe impacts 
on the poultry sector in several countries. To better quantify consumer response to 
these types of outbreaks, we present a case study of consumers’ response to bird flu 
announcements and media attention, using data on household poultry purchases. Our 
focus is on the response to bird flu news in Italy in the period surrounding the 
February 2006 finding of a highly pathogenic strain of bird flu in wild swans in that 
country. 

Purpose of Review: The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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