strength. Members in

work in severa| areas,
us to negotiate from g

Competitive negotiatio
We cannot be divided
employers have justo
they need.

Dear l\/lembers,

Uniting AFTRA and SAG will also improve our ability
to organize. This is especially important in the areas of

Merger is vital to protecting
& Health benefits. There are more than sixty AFTRA and SAG

We've made remarkable progress since then. Once g
comprehensive merger plan has been completed, it will be

There is wide recognition among members that uniting
AFTRA and SAG is essential to increasing our bargaining

all categories routinely work for the

Same handful of multinational corporations that contro|
the entertainment and media industries. By dividing our

our employers make it difficult for
position of maximum strength. This

also leaves us vulnerable to the dangerous possibility of

ns. Forming a single union ensures that
in our work or negotiations and that
ne place to get the skilled union talent

are because we depend on them ourselves. As AFTRA and

SAG have remained Separate, our benefit plans have been
forced to make painful changes: medical out-of-pocket costs

Forming one union will provide another tremendous
advantage. Technology isn’t just changing the way we work;
it's also changing the wa

These are some of the most important reasons why AFTRA
and SAG have chosen to work towargd building a new union

are eager to know specifics, but uniting AFTRA and SAG
requires a Ccomprehensive approach to many inter-related
details. As any one aspect of the plan takes shape, others
may change; therefore, we haven't reached conclusions we
can share yet. But we continue making steady progress.

Once the G1 has arrived at a plan jt ¢an recommend, our
national boards will examine it carefully to determine if it
meets the needs of AFTRA and SAG members. If they
approve the plan, full details will be provided to every
member and there wil| be ongoing opportunities to have

Roberta Reardon Ken Howard
National President National President
AFTRA Screen Actors Guild
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